Broads Authority

23 March 2007

Agenda Item No 12

In-House Planning Service: Contracts for Listed Building and Conservation Area and for Tree and Landscape Advice

Director of Planning and Strategy

	Summary:
From 1 April 2007 the Broads Authority is taking its Planning Service in-house. This will include all Development Control and other statutory requirements relating to the historic built environment of the Broads area and the protection and promotion of trees and landscape.  It is proposed to contract out these two specialist areas.

Recommendation: 
Officers will report on the outcome of the tender process. If it is considered necessary to waive standing orders in order to award the contract to a tenderer who is not the most financially advantageous, members’ approval will be sought.


1
Introduction

1.1
In view of the sensitivity of the Broads area and its status equivalent to a National Park, the Authority considers the protection and promotion of cultural heritage and the landscape as vital to the existing and future character of the area.  Appendix 1 lists the statutory duties of a local planning authority in relation to these functions for which staffing is required.

2
Service Provision

2.1
Management Team has considered how best to provide these specialist services taking into account the need to provide a coordinated, integrated and consistent service, availability of office accommodation and the variability of the workload.

2.2
It is proposed that, initially in the first year, this element of work will be contracted out to suitably qualified professionals who will carry out the main duties and responsibilities related to specialist advice on the historic environment and trees.

2.3
An advert was placed in a local paper requesting expressions of interest and all constituent district councils were also invited to record their interest either for the whole contract or for part of the area.

2.4
Tender documents were sent to those who replied and interviews take place on 16 and 19 March 2007.

2.5
The Consultant(s) will be a representative of the Broads Authority and will carry out these duties, in an appropriate manner on behalf of the Authority.  The works will be carried out as required by the Broads Authority and will be entirely dependent on the level of applications and enquiries received. It is anticipated that this will be equate to approximately 10 – 15 hours per week for conservation and 5 -10 hours per week for trees, although these hours cannot be guaranteed as either a maximum or minimum over the contract period. Consultants have tendered an hourly rate for the provision of the services.

2.6
Members will be updated on the outcome of the interviews and 

3
Financial Implications

3.1
A total sum of £30,000 is allocated in the Authority’s budget in 2007/08, in order that this service can be contracted out and the total requirement can be assessed over a year.
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APPENDIX 1

Contracts for Listed Building and Conservation Area and for Tree and Landscape Advice

Main Duties and Responsibilities.

Provide professional specialist advice to the Broads Authority and interested parties on the following matters:

Listed Building and Conservation Areas

· Listed Building and Conservation Area applications.

· Planning Applications which would affect Listed Buildings or Conservation Areas.

· Consultations from adjoining authorities on planning applications involving Listed Buildings or Conservation Areas.

· Appeals involving Listed Buildings or Conservation Areas. 

· Enforcement action involving Listed Buildings or Conservation Areas.

· Pre-application advice involving Listed Buildings or Conservation Areas

· Advice on the suitability of repair techniques for Listed Buildings and other buildings of historic interest.

· Preparation of the annual Buildings at Risk Survey within the Broads Authority executive area.

· Maintenance of the Buildings at Risk Register including liaison with Norfolk and Suffolk County Councils.

· Provision of accurate and up to date information for the preparation and publication of the relevant County Register.

· Preparation and service of any Statutory Notices, in conjunction with the Authority’s Legal Advisors (e.g. Urgent Works Notices, Repairs Notices, Compulsorily purchase, Building preservation notices Etc.)

Trees and Landscape
· Deal with tree work applications/notifications to carry out works to protected trees.

· Undertaking duties relating to the review of existing Tree Preservation Orders (TPOs) or making of new TPOs – Inspecting and giving advice to owners and contractors and, where necessary, representing the Broads Authority at Inquiries or on appeal.

· Undertaking duties relating to the application for carrying out of tree work within a Conservation Area – including inspecting and giving advice to owners and contractors.

· Advise the Broads Authority Development Control Section on landscaping and tree related matters regarding Development Control applications and make input into committee reports as required.

· Advise the Broads Authority Development Control Section on Landscape Conditions.

· Monitor, when requested, the implementation of new planting/landscaping Conditioned by Planning Consent, in liaison with the Broads Authority Planning Officer (Compliance and Implementation).

· Give advice to Parish Councils and members of the public on landscaping and tree related matters.

· Undertake inspection of hedgerows in pursuance of the Hedgerow Regulations, preparing reports for committee and where appropriate serving Hedgerow Retention Notices.

· Inspection and advice on tree work relating to dangerous trees. 

· Input into Conservation Area appraisals on tree and landscape matters.
· Preparation and service of any Statutory Notices, in conjunction with the Authority’s Legal Advisors.
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